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In  order that  you  might  understand why
Savitramma undertook this vow, I have to tell
you her previous history.    Savitramma was the
only child of her parents.    They had been very
poor people and gave this daughter in marriage to
a youth among their relatives in the same village.
Savitramma's father-in-law was  one Narasimha
Sastry. Her husband's name was Sreenivasa Sastry
or Seeni for short.   No one called Seeni by his full
name. In fact people would have been astonished
to hear him addressed as Sreenivasa Sastry. Pro-
bably he himself wood have been more astonished
than any one else.    Sreenivasa Sastry and Savit-
ramma were very young when they were married.
They had played together as children.    From
childhood Savitramma had called the boy Seeni,
After marriage one's wife, at any rate in those
days,  was not  supposed to call the husband by
name, nor in fact was one supposed to call one's
wife by name.   We people have forgotten this law
these days.   In spite of the rigour with which the
world then observed it, Savitramma, even after
she became Seeni's wife, continued to call him
'Seeni5 and he continued to call her 'Sati' as before.
In elderly people this would have been considered
unforgivable offence,   but, as this husband and
wife were young, people only laughed at it.